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A rabbit, a skull, a swan, a plate, a vase, a mug, an eyeball. 
,V�WKDW�D�VKDUN�ŵQ�0DUWLQ"�*HVWXUDO�VPXGJHV��JULGGHG�OLQHV��
smooth blobs of clean black paint, scrawling screaming 
WH[W��,�YLVLWHG�\RXU�VWXGLR�RQ�0RQGD\�DQG�RQ�:HGQHVGD\�
,�KDG�D�GUHDP�DERXW�D�JODVV�H\H�UROOLQJ�RII�D�ORQJ�WKLQ�
WDEOH��:RUN�LV�HYHU\ZKHUH��FHUDPLF�REMHFWV�WKDW�VKLIW�LQ�
VFDOH��XQUDYHOOLQJ�VWLOO�OLIHV�RI�GRPHVWLF�GLQQHUZDUH�DQG�
vessels among a menagerie of other things, animals 
IHDWXUH�EXW�VR�GR�VWUDQJH�KDQG�VL]HG�QXJJHWV�RI�FOD\�
FRDWHG�LQ�D�VKLQ\�JOD]H��,W�ZRXOG�EH�HDV\�WR�LPDJLQH�
GLVRUGHU�EXW�WKHVH�ZRUNV��WKH\�DUH�RUFKHVWUDO�LQ�QDWXUH��
making more noise, more harmoniously, the larger the 
DVVHPEODJH�JURZV��<RX�WROG�PH�WKDW�D�VHQVH�RI�KXPRXU�
JRHV�D�ORQJ�ZD\�DQG�,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�ZRUGV�\RX�JDYH�XV�
for Doris De Pont’s Empire of Dirt ii. A long list of thoughts 
ZKLFK�UHDG�D�ELW�OLNH�D�PDQLIHVWR�IRU�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ��
GLVJXLVHG�DV�D�VWUHDP�RI�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��RU�LV�LW�WKH�RWKHU�
ZD\�DURXQG"���<RX�VHQW�LW�WR�XV�IURP�1DSLHU�ZLWK�D�SODVWLF�
FRQWDLQHU�ŵOOHG�ZLWK�GLUW�DQG�DQ�LQVXUDQFH�YDOXH�RI��������
That text — it got laughs, real laughs in the gallery. Visitors 
VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�DUFKHG�ZLQGRZ�UHDGLQJ�\RXU�VRUW�RI�SRHP�
RPLWWHG�XQH[SHFWHG�ODXJKWHU�WKURXJK�WKHLU�QRVHV�RQ�PRUH�
WKDQ�RQH�RFFDVLRQ�WKDW�,�FDQ�FRXQW��7KH�GLUW�LV�VWLOO�ZLWK�XV�
�VWRUHG�RXW�WKH�EDFN�FDUHIXOO\�RQ�VKHOYHV�DORQJVLGH�D�
6KHHKDQ��5RELQVRQ�DQG�6WUDWWRQ iii��VRRQ�WR�PDNH�DQRWKHU�
DSSHDUDQFH�RQ�WKH�JDOOHU\�ŶRRU�

:H�KDYH�EHHQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\�RI�DQ�
DUWZRUN��PDGH�LQ�WKH�FRQŵQHV�RI�D�VWXGLR��D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
KDG�SULYDWHO\�DQG�WKHQ�RXW�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�LW�JRHV��WR�D�
GHDOHU�RU�D�SXEOLF�JDOOHU\��FOHDQHG�XS�DQG�RQ�VKRZ��7KDWőV�
where A Storage Problem picks up the story, the return 
MRXUQH\�WKDW�LV�QRW�RIWHQ�WKRXJKW�DERXW��:KDW�KDSSHQV�WR�
WKH�XQVROG�DQG�WKH�GH�LQVWDOOHG��ZKDWőV�WKH�OLIHVSDQ�RI�WKH�
thing�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�IRU�SXEOLF�FRQVXPSWLRQ�EXW�ŵQGV�
LWV�ZD\�EDFN�WR�\RX�0DUWLQ��WR�\RXU�ORYHO\�VWXGLR�DQG�\RX�
WKH�FDUHWDNHU"�5HDVVHPEOHG�HYHQ�LI�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�LQWR�
QHZ�FRQŵJXUDWLRQV��MRLQLQJ�ROG�IUDJPHQWV�RI�RWKHU�ZRUNV�
RQ�VWRUDJH�VKHOYHV�DQG�WDEOH�WRSV"

“i think that the humour i use has an  
emotive quality in order for people to see

that it is not only a joke.”

“if i haven’t been through what i make 
things about then the pieces aren’t

really worth anything.”

“almost exactly i”
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about that conversation about ceramics. The either / or 
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WKDW�SLWV�FUDIW�DQG�YLVXDO�DUW�DJDLQVW�RQH�
another iv��,W�FRPHV�XS�DW�2EMHFWVSDFH�D�ORW��DSSOLHG�DUWV�
HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�LV�EHLQJ�REOLWHUDWHG�DQG�WKH�
NLOQV�DUH�EHLQJ�UHFODLPHG�LQ�ŵQH�DUWV�GHSDUWPHQWV�DOO�
DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\��:KHQ�WKHVH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�JHW�WRR�
LUNVRPH�RU�VLOO\�,�WKLQN�DERXW�\RXU�ZRUN��<RX�WROG�PH�WKDW�
you’re a terrible potter, of course you’re not but without 
thinking I was going to say that you’re not a potter in the 
DSSOLHG�DUW�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG��EXW�ZKDWőV�WKDW�GRLQJ�IRU�
WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�UHLQIRUFLQJ�ROG�FOLFK«V"�<RX�
FDPH�WR�FOD\�DV�D�PHDQV�IRU�PDNLQJ�REMHFWV�EXW�LW�VHHPV�
WR�PH�\RXőYH�SODFHG�D�YDOXH�RQ�WUDFLQJ�D�OLQH�ULJKW�EDFN�
WR�LWV�DJH�ROG�IXQGDPHQWDO�YDOXH��WKH�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�
LQWXLWLYHO\�SURPSWHG�KXPDQV�WR�PRXOG�GLUW�LQ�RXU�KDQGV�
IRU�HRQV�QRZ��-XVW�ORRN�DW�'HUHNőV�SKRWRJUDSKV��D�VWXG\�
RI�D�VWXGLR�ZLWK�DQ�DUWLVW�PDNLQJ�QRWHV��<RXU�ZRUN��LQ�
FHUDPLFV�DW�OHDVW��FKDUWV�D�NLQG�RI�SDUDQRLG�PDS�RI�ZKDW�
\RXőYH�OHDUQW�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��ŵQH�DUWV�DW�(ODP��D�SRWWHUőV�
VWXGLR�LQ�:KDQJDQXL��$�NHHQQHVV�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKDW�ZKLFK�\RXőG�OLNH�WR�VWHDO��
ERUURZ�DQG�UHQGHU�QHZ��WKDWőV�WKH�MRE�RI�D�JRRG�DQG�
WKRXJKWIXO�DUWLVW��EH�LW�FUDIW�RU�GHVLJQ�RU�ŵQH�DUW��DQG�WKDW�
SXWV�DQ�HQG�WR�WKH�either / or�GHEDWH�IRU�PH��$QG�LWőV�DOO�
WKHUH��WKLV�WUDMHFWRU\�DV�D�PDNHU�DQG�DQ�DUWLVW��LQ�DQG�RQ�
\RXU�ZRUN��RQH�WKLQJ�OHDGV�WR�DQRWKHU�LQ�D�3RSSHOZHOO�
FRPSLODWLRQ��5HSHDWLQJ�PRWLIV��IRUPV�DQG�ZRUGV��DQG�
DORQJ�WKDW�VLJQDWXUH�EODFN�OLQH�ZH�ŵQG�RXUVHOYHV�SORWWLQJ�
a course which takes us from pop culture to Caravaggio, 
IURP�FRPLF�ERRNV�WR�GLQLQJ�URRP�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WR�WKH�
WUXO\�SUHKLVWRULF�SURSHUWLHV�RI�GLUW�ZH�PLJKW�ŵQG�XQGHU�IRRW�
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i 
Describes a sentence that isn’t 
PDGH�WR�EH�ŵQLVKHG � FRPSOHWHG��
Quote and subsequent quotes 
taken from Martin Poppelwell’s 
QRWHERRNV��

ii 
Empire of Dirt: Writing about 
Ceramics��&XUDWRU�'RULV�'H�
3RQW��2EMHFWVSDFH��$XFNODQG�
1HZ�=HDODQG�����1RYHPEHU ŏ�
���'HFHPEHU�������

iii 
-RH�6KHHKDQ��$QQ�5RELQVRQ��
5LFKDUG�6WUDWWRQ

LY 
An arguably out of date mode 
RI�GHOLQHDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��
would be to say the former 
VHUYHV�WKH�PDWHULDO��WKH�ODWWHU�
LQVLVWV�WKH�PDWHULDO�VHUYHV�WKH�
H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�DQ�LGHD�

IMAGES: 
3� �������&RXUWHV\�RI�WKH�$UWLVW�� 
63$B&(�DQG�0HODQLH�5RJHU�
*DOOHU\��

3� ���'HUHN�+HQGHUVRQ��&RXUWHV\�
RI�WKH�$UWLVW��63$B&(��
McNamara Gallery and Melanie 
5RJHU�*DOOHU\�

“�don’t buy these 
why not 
make your own  
worthless copies.”

“�how does stuff become art  
and art become stuff?”

7KH�VROXWLRQ��WKLV�VWUXFWXUH�\RX�DQG�%HQ�KDYH�PDGH�LV�
SHUIHFWO\�UHYHDOLQJ��$�KRXVLQJ�IRU�RYHU�D�GHFDGHőV�ZRUWK�
RI�ZRUN��$�VXUYH\�VKRZ�WKDW�LQVWHDG�RI�HGLWLQJ�ZRUN�RXW�LQ�
SXUVXLW�RI�WLG\LQJ�XS�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�DUWLVWőV�SUDFWLFH��\RXőUH�
LQYLWLQJ�LW�DOO�EDFN�LW�LQ�DQG�WKHQ�XV�WRR��2XWFDVWV��PLVV�FDVWV��
EURNHQ�VHTXHQFHV�DQG�EURNHQ�SLHFHV�DOO�JLYHQ�D�VHFRQG�
FKDQFH��$�IXQQ\�DQG�ŵWWLQJ�WULEXWH�WR�DQ�DUWLVW�ZKR�KDV�
DOZD\V�HPEUDFHG�WKH�EOXU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WHVW��WKH�WULDO��WKH�
VNHWFK\�ZRUNLQJ�GUDZLQJ��WKH�VSHFWDFXODU�IDLO�DQG�WKH�
ŵQLVKHG�ZRUN��

Kim Paton�LV�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�2EMHFWVSDFH
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