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A rabbit, a skull, a swan, a plate, a vase, a mug, an eyeball.
,V IKDIl D VKDUN wQ ODUILQ™ *HWIXUD) VPXGJIHV JUGGHG (LQHV
smooth blobs of clean black paint, scrawling screaming
WHLW , YLVLIHG \RXU VIXGLR RQ ORQGD\ DQG RQ = HGQHVGD\
, KDG D GUHDP DERXIi D JIDVV H\H UR0ILQJ RII D 0RQJ IKKLQ
IDEH = RUN LV HYHU\ZKHUH FHUDPLF REIHFIV IKDW VKLIWLQ
VFDOH XQUDYHOLQJ VWL 0LIHV RI GRPHVILF GLQQHUZDUH DQG
vessels among a menagerie of other things, animals
IHDWXUH EXII VR GR VIUDQJH KDQG VLJHG QXJJHIV RI FID\
FRDIHG LQ D VKLQ\ JID]H I ZRX0G EH HDV\ VIR LPDJLQH
GLVRUGHU EXWI IKHVH ZRUNV IKH\ DUH RUFKHVIUDO LQ QDIXUH
making more noise, more harmoniously, the larger the
DWHPEIDJH JURZV <RXIRIG PH IIKDIl D VHQVH Rl KXPRXU
JRHV D (RQJ ZD\ DQG , UHPHPEHU IKH ZRUGV \RX JDYH XV
for Doris De Pont’s Empire of Dirt'. A long list of thoughts
ZKLFK UHDG D ELI 0INH D PDQLIHWIR IRU WKLQNLQJ DQG PDNLQJ
GLVJIXLVHG DV D VIWWHDP RI FRQVFLRXVQHWV RU LV LIIKH RIKHU
ZD\ DURXQG" <RX VHQWLWWR XV IURP 1DSLHU ZUIK D SIDVILF
FRQIDLQHU WilHG ZLIK GLUI DQG DQ LQVXUDQFH YDOXH RI

That text — it got laughs, real laughs in the gallery. Visitors
VIDQGLQJ LQ WKH DUFKHG ZLQGRZ UHDGLQJ \RXU VRUI Rl SRHP
RPLIWHG XQH[ SHRIHG IDXJKWHU IKURXJK WKHLU QRVHV RQ PRUH
IKDQ RQH RFFDVLRQ WKDWf , FDQ FRXQW 7KH GLUI LV VIO ZLIK XV
VIRUHG RXIIIKH EDFN FDUHIX00\ RQ VKHOYHV DOIRQJVLGH D
6KHHKDQ 5RELQVRQ DQG 6IUDINRQ™ VRRQ WR PDNH DQRIKHU
DSSHDUDQFH RQ WKH JDNHU\ YRRU

“I think that the humour 1 use has an
emotive quality in order for people to see
that it is not only a joke.”

= H KDYH EHHQ WDINLQJ DERXV WKH (LIH H[SHFIDQF\ RI DQ
DUWIZRUN PDGH LQ IKH FRQWQHV RI D WXGLR D FRQYHUVDILRQ
KDG SULYDIWHO\ DQG WKHQ RXWLQIR WKH ZRUWG L IJRHV IR D
GHDIHU RU D SXE(LF IDNHU\ FOHDQHG XS DQG RQ VKRZ 7KDWiV
where A Storage Problem picks up the story, the return
IRXUQH\ WKDI LV QRI RIWHQ IKRXJKI DERXW = KD KDSSHQV IR
IKH XQVRIG DQG WIKH GH LQWDWHG ZKDWV WKH 0LIHVSDQ RI WKH
thing WKDIl KDV EHHQ PDGH IRU SXELF FRQVXPSILRQ EXW wQGV
LIV ZD\ EDFN IR \RX ODUILQ WR \RXU (RYHO\ VIXGLR DQG \RX
IKH FDUHWDNHU"* SHDVWHPEIHG HYHQ LI XQLQWHQILRQDW\ LQIR
QHZ FRQWJIXUDILRQV HRLQLQJ RIG IUDJIPHQIV RI RIKHU ZRUNV
RQ VWIRUDJH VKHIYHV DQG IIDE(H WIRSV"*

“if i haven’t been through what i make
things about then the pieces aren’t
really worth anything.”
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It may seem a bit off the topic but it’s got me thinking
about that conversation about ceramics. The either/or
FRQYHUVDILRQ WKDW SLiV FUDIW DQG YLVXD0 DUl DIDLQWI RQH
another" Il FRPHV XS DIl 2EIHFIVSDFH D (RW DSSILHG DUV
HGXFDILRQ LQ 1HZ =HDIDQG LV EHLQJ REIWHUDIHG DQG IIKH
NLIQV DUH EHLQJ UHFIDLPHG LQ WQH DUV GHSDUIPHQIIV DY)
DURXQG WKH FRXQIUV\ = KHQ WKHVH FRQYHUVDILRQV JHIW IRR
LUNVRPH RU VLOO\ , WKLQN DERXIIN\RXU ZRUN <RXIRIG PH KDV
you're a terrible potter, of course you're not but without
thinking | was going to say that you're not a potter in the
DSS(LHG DUl VHQVH RI WKH ZRUG EXI ZKDIijV KDl GRLQJ IRU
IKH FRQYHUVDILRQ RWKHU IKDQ UHLQIRUFLQJ RIG FILFK«V* <RX
FDPH IR FID\ DV D PHDQV IRU PDNLQJ REIHFIV EXW LIl VHHPV
IR PH \RXiYH SIDFHG D YDOXH RQ WDFLQJ D ILQH ULJKI EDFN
IR LIV DJH RIG IXQGDPHQWDI YDIXH WKH IIKLQJ WKDI KDV
LQUXLILYHO\ SURPSWHG KXPDQV IR PRXIG GLUI'LQ RXU KDQGV
IRUHRQV QRZ -XVIl 0RRN DI = HUHNV SKRIRJUDSKV D VIXG\
RI D VIXGLR ZLWK DQ DUILVI PDNLQJ QRIHV <RXU ZRUN LQ
FHUDPLFV D (HDW FKDUIV D NLQG RI SDUDQRLG PDS RI ZKDW
\RX{YH (HDUQI DORQJ WKH ZD\ WQH DUIV D (0DP D SRIMHUV
WIXGLR LQ = KDQJIDQXL $ NHHQQHVV DQG GHGLFDILRQ IR
XQGHUWIDQGLQJ WKH RULJILQ RI WKDIW ZKLFK \RXIG 0LNH R VWHD0
ERWRZ DQG UHQGHU QHZ IKDIV IKH IRE RI D JRRG DQG
IKRXJKWEX0 DUILVW - EH LI FUDIWRU GHVLIQ RUWQH DU DQG WKDI
SXIV DQ HQG IR WKH either/or GHEDIWH IRU PH $QG LIV D)
IKHUH WKLV WDIHFIRU\ DV D PDNHU DQG DQ DUILW LQ DQG RQ
\RXU ZRUN RQH IIKLQJ (HDGV IR DQRIKHU LQ D 3RSSHIZH
FRPSLDILRQ SHSHDILQJ PRILIV IRUPV DQG ZRUGV DQG
DIRQJ WIKDI VLIQDIXUH EODFN (LQH ZH WQG RXUVHIYHV SIRINLQJ
a course which takes us from pop culture to Caravaggio,
IURP FRPLF ERRNV IR GLQLQJ URRP DUUDQJIHPHQIV IR WKH
JUXO\ SUHKIVIRULF SURSHUILHV RI GLW ZH PLIKIWQG XQGHU IRRII
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i

Describes a sentence that isn’t
PDGH IR EH WQLVKHG FRP SIHIHG
Quote and subsequent quotes
taken from Martin Poppelwell’s
QRIHERRNV

ii

Empire of Dirt: Writing about
Ceramics &XUDWRU "RULV H
3RQI 2ENHFIVSDFH $XFNIDQG

1HZ =HDIDQG 1RYHPEHUO
" HFHPEHU

iii
-RH 6KHHKDQ $QQ 5RELQVRQ
5LFKDUG GIUDINRQ

LY

An arguably out of date mode
RI GHILQHDILQJ EHWZHHQ WIKH WZR
would be to say the former
VHUYHV iIKH PDWHULDO0 WKH 0DHU
LQVLVIWV WKH P DWHULDO VHUYHV WKH
H[SUHWLRQ RI DQ LGHD

IMAGES:
3 SRXUIHVA RI IIKH SUILVY
63$B& ( DQG OHIDQLH SRIHU
*DIIHU\

3 "HUHN +HQGHUWRQ &RXUIHV\
RIWKH $UILVI 63$B& (
McNamara Gallery and Melanie
S5RJIHU *DIOHU\
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“don’t buy these
why not
make your own

worthless copies.”

7KH VRIXILRQ WKLV VIUXFIIXUH \RX DQG %HQ KDYH PDGH LV
SHUIHFIO\ UHYHDILQJ $ KRXVLQJ IRU RYHU D GHFDGHYV ZRUIK
RI ZRUN $ VXUYH\ VKRZ KD LQWHDG RI HGLILQJ ZRUN RXII LQ
SXUVXUIRI ILG\LQJ XS IIKH VIRU\ RI IKH DUILVIY SUDFILFH \RXiUH
LQYLILQJ U D EDFN L LQ DQG IKHQ XV IRR 2XIFDVIV PLW FDVIV
EURNHQ VHTXHQFHV DQG EURNHQ SLHFHV DX JLYHQ D VHFRQG
FKDQFH $ IXQQ\ DQG WillLQJ WLEXIH WR DQ DUILVH ZKR KDV
DIZD\V HPEUDFHG IIKH E0XU EHIZHHQ IKH HVII IKH #ULDO WKH
VNHIFK\ ZRUNLQJ GUDZLQJ IIKH VSHFIDFXIDU IDL) DQG WKH
WQLVKHG ZRUN

“how does stuff become art
and art become stuff?”

Kim Paton LV IKH =LUHFIRU Rl 2EIHFIVSDFH
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